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Extending Jesus Hand to the Suffering

By Janet Maxim

Inacorner of Mozambigueamother sitsonthefloor of her mud
hut, holding her quaking baby wrapped from head to toe. A
second mother counsels, “ The baby shiversbecause shehasa
fever, not because sheiscold. Takeoff thesewraps; they won’t
help. Do not go to thewitch doctor. Go right away to the health
post. They have medicine to heal her.”

Because of the mother’ s advice one more African child now
has a chance for survival. African mothers are helping their
children—and each other—because of World Relief, an organi-
zation that is doing much to stem the flood of human suffering.

After World War 1l what was then called the War Relief
Commission alleviated suffering in postwar Europe. Renamed
WorldRelief in 1950, it continuesto battletheforceswaging war
onbody and soul. World Relief iscurrently dealingwith poverty,
AlIDSinfections, and infant mortality in twenty nationsaround
theworld, empowering churchesand communitiestobringthose
who suffer morethan just money and medicines. Itsmission, in
thewords of World Relief President Dr. Clive Calver: “We seek
to be the hands of Jesus.”

Mozambique

Elizabeth, her husband and young child ran for their lives
when Rwandawasravaged by tribal warin1994. Onfoot, by bus
and by thumb they traveled across Congo and Tanzania, finally
reaching safety in arefugee camp in Mozambique.

One of the world’s poorest nations, ninety-five percent of
M ozambique’ speoplearethought to beunemployedandliving
inpoverty. Most surviveon subsistencefarming or withthehelp
of relief agencies. Their country has been battered by twenty
years of civil war, Marxist government, and two devastating
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floods. About fifteen percent of its people suffer from AIDS. It
isaplacecrying out for World Relief’ sreconstructive aid. Ruth
Calver, aministry associate and the wife of Clive Calver, says,
“Wedon'tworkinvery niceplaces. Wework among thepoorest
of the poor.”

But Ruth calls the average Mozambican mother “the most
impressive being in God’s creation.” She rises by five in the
morning to cook breakfast on a charcoal burner. Soon sheis
workinginthefields, ababy slunginhercapilanawrap, atoddler
in one hand and a small hoe in the other. She has ho modern
comfortsin her mud-and-thatch or bl ock-and-tin house. Y et she
seemsto possessboundlessenergy; “ sheisvigorous, full of fun
and laughter.” Ruth says.

From refugee to leader

Elizabethissuchawoman. WhenWorld Relief (WR) brought
itsMicroenterpriseDevelopment (M ED) programtotherefugee
camp, she saw in it an opportunity to rebuild her family’slife.

Elizabeth had worked in abank in Rwanda and her husband
wasan accountant, but therewasnowork inMozambique. Once
she was approved for asmall MED loan to buy suppliesto sell
inthe camp marketplace Elizabeth showed that sheknew how to
grow a business. World Relief’s Mozambique director Galen
Carey took noticeand hired her towork asaninternal auditor for
World Relief, whereshetook onincreasing responsihilities. She
now directsWorldRelief’ soperationsinsouthern M ozambique.

Elizabeth is one of ahundred paid M ozambican World Relief
staff memberswhoguideanother 4,500 volunteers. (World Relief
typically hires, trainsand pays100indigenousworkersfor every
oneAmerican staffer. Anannual salary of $1600 paysafull-time
qualified worker in Rwanda.)

WorldRelief hascertain bedrock principles: itworkswithlocal
churches to meet community needs; teaches individuals to
cultivate and rely on their God-given abilities rather than on
handouts; trainsand empowersthemto hel p their communities,
and enables them to become financially self-sufficient. World
Relief especially targets women, who receive ninety percent of
MED loans. “In Africa, thewoman isthe mover and the shaker.
She naturally wants to provide for her family,” Ruth explains.

Neighborhood Mothers
World Relief also shores up the Mozambican family. By
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teaching basic health principlesit has brought down mortality
rates sixty percent in children under five over the past three
years. It employs a simple approach: teaching illiterate volun-
teers who then instruct others. Ninety-nine percent of World
Relief volunteersarenational swho speak thel ocal language, are
tiedtotheir communities, and haveastakeintheoutcomeof their
efforts. “They see the dramatic difference they make,” says
Melanie Morrow, World Relief child survival specialist.

A block of ten households is the smallest civic unit in
Mozambique. World Relief staff train each volunteer, usually a
woman, who is taught basic health principles with illustrated

“Thinking thereisevil in the community, they call
inaspiritisttosniff outthe‘witches anddrivethem
away. This alienation is very serious—it deprives

persons of their identity.”

booklets, drama, song, and dance. Eachvolunteer worksthrough
alocal church and isresponsiblefor her family and nine others
onher block. Her task istoeducateher fellow villagersand check
on them, usually every two weeks. According to Melanie, this
method reaches every Mozambican household with women of
childbearing age and/or children under five.

In Mozambique and elsewhere in Africa, misinformation,
superstition and witch doctor practiceskill young children at a
rateof about 200 per 1,000. (In America, infant mortality isabout
seven per 1,000.) Most childrenin Africadiefrom preventable
or treatable sickness, so mothers must be taught preventive
healthcare and to recognize symptoms and practice basic care
until they canget asick childtoahealth postwheremostillnesses
can be treated.

World Relief has worked with Mozambique's Ministry of
Health to establish health postswithin five kilometers of every
village. The “major health intervention areas” in Mozambique
arethepreventionandtreatment of malaria, pneumonia, diarrhea,
and malnutrition, as well asimmunization, reproductive health
(including STD and AIDS) and maternal care.

Medical misinformation leads to remedies that would be
laughable if they didn't come at such a cost. If a baby has
diarrhea, his mother washes his bottom and rinsesthe cloth in
thesamebow! of water al| day, then spoon-feedsthewater tothe
child. Whenachildlapsesintoacomafromanuntreated malarial
fever, mother bangsametal pot near thechild’ shead, hopingto
awaken her. When amalnourished child losesinterest in food,
mother believes he no longer needsit and stops feeding him.

To combat these practices World Relief teaches families to
hydratebabieswithwater or el ectrolytemixtures. They learnthat
breast milk isthebest nutrition and immunity they can givetheir
babies. They learn how to mix a more nutritious maize gruel,
adding local greensand ground nutsto enrich this staplefood.
They learn to hang insecticide-impregnated mosquito nets
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around their sleeping children. World Relief works with the
country’s Ministry of Health to provide immunizations—the
Ministry providestheshotsbut WR hasbuilttrust withmothers
to persuadethemtoget their kidsvaccinated. Theimportanceof
abstinenceinpreventing AIDSand STDsisemphasized. Moth-
ersare taught how to space the birth of their children and seek
prenatal care.

Escape from witchcraft

Healthcare is a huge part of World Relief’s work, as is
MicroEnterpriseDevel opment, but they areincompl etewithout
the healing of spiritual lives. Westerners*have no concept of
the power of the witch doctor and the ancestor and the occult”
for the African, Ruth has observed. “For them, it’s huge.”

Melanie saw it when she worked in Mozambique: “Most
mothersdon’ t attributetheir child’ slack of
growth to alack of food. They think it's
spiritual. They say ‘the child's spirit is
being sat upon’. They don’t believe you
ifyoujusttell themthat feedingandgrowth
are connected; you must demonstrateit.”

So World Relief developed the Hearth
Approach, in which groups of six village
children and their caretakers gather daily
for two weeks where they are taught nutritious cooking and
“activefeeding techniques.” Asthemothersseetheir children
“brightenand gaintheenergy to play and even benaughty, they
realize the connection of food to growth and behavior,” says
Melanie.

Other spiritual and social benefits occur. AsaMozambican
mom explains: “Now we know malariais caused by amaosquito.
Weusedtothink it wasbewitchment froman enemy, sowewould
takeour children tothetraditional healer to undo the curse and
to seek revenge for it. Now we don’'t need to get revenge.”
Improved human relationships are strengthened when parents
help each other through their troublesrather than foster cycles
of conflict.

Dr. Meredith Long, World Relief director of international
health, has seen suspicion and fear rend communities in
M ozambique. “ Whenbad thingshappen peopl el ook tothespirit
worldfor anexplanation,” hesays. “ Thinking thereisevil inthe
community, they call in aspiritist to sniff out the‘witches' and
drive them away. This alienation is very serious—it deprives
persons of their identity.”

“Whenthereisasuddendeath of achild, at thefuneral, people
review which spirit they’ ve offended or which enemy may have
cursed or poisoned the child,” he explains. They assume the
cursewasdueto aviolated taboo, and thishas astrong stigma
attached toit.”

These fal sehoods are corrected through training and experi-
ence, but also by faith. World Relief staff explain their personal
faithinChristasthey work withfamilies. They alsohelp churches
expand their influence, having helped plant fifty new churches
since the organization came to Mozambique in 1998. That year
200 children came to WR Bible study clubs, receiving a strong
dose of health messages plus fun and games. Now over 27,000
participate.

Ruth recalls the testimony of Cecilia, a young teen, who



described how she cameto believein Christ and introduced her
sister Yvonne to Him. Their father, who practiced witchcraft,
bound them together and beat them. They would not deny their
Savior, andfinally werecast out of their home. “ Thecostishuge
for young people who follow Christ,” Ruth says.

Believersmay suffer, but their joy and gratitudeisdeep. Ata
conference of African women, Ruth recounts, “they gathered
three hourshbeforethe conferencebegan, to sing and danceand
worship. Wejoinedthem, andintheheat weweresoon mopping
our browsand grabbing our bottledwater. They werejust swept
upinjoyousworship. Later, after we had washed their feet and
prayed over them, they would not let us go but insisted on
washing our feet.”

Haiti

Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere. Eighty percent
of Haitianslivein conditionsthat make
poor Americanslook wealthy, and po-
litical turmoil since the overthrow of
Aristidein February only furthersthe
country’s destitution. One in seven
Haitian children die from malnutrition
anddisease. Desperatemothersand
daughtersresorttoprostitutiontofend off poverty. Not surpris-
ingly, twelve percent of city-dwellersareinfected with AIDS, a
record for the Western Hemisphere, and many are women and
children.

While the UN holds international councils on the status of
women, World Relief provides the direct services that help
women overcome their exploiters. As a young teen Celeste
reluctantly agreed to bethe sexual partner of an older man who
provided her withfood and shelter. But at her friends’ urgingshe
beganattending BA Syouth eventssponsored by alocal church
and World Relief. (BASisBrigade Anti-SIDA; SIDA istheterm
used for AIDS in French-speaking countries.) There she heard
other teensand young adults describe how they had overcome
poverty and promiscuity. Shelearned about the tender love of
Jesus and took to heart the Bible's lessons on sexual purity.
Through her rel ationship with Christ Cel estefound the courage
to walk away from the false security of her old life.

In Haiti asin Mozambique local people accomplish most of
World Relief’ s work with the help of neighborhood churches.

For more information contact;

World Relief
7 East Baltimore S
Bdtimore, MD 21202

Call: 443-451-1900

emall: worldrelief@wr.org
WWW.Wr.0rg

SocraSt. Joy isaBA Syouthofficer. Churches, youthgroupsand
schoolsgiveher aplatform because”| am passionate about the
anti-AlDS mission—it’ s one of the leading causes of death in
Haiti. | wanttohel ptheyoung peopleinmy community and | want
to help my country by teaching them that abstinenceisthe best
way to stop AIDS.” Socrasays, “1 believe that peer education
isthebestway topromotetheanti-AlDSmessage, and Christian
values that promote abstinence are the best way to prevent
AIDS.” BAS youth officers organize presentations on AIDS
prevention and transmission, encourage churches to become
involved with BAS, teach othersto make present the presenta-
tions, and write for the quarterly BAS magazine.

World Relief teaches that abstinence is the best way to
prevent AIDS. Knowledge, condoms and fear of disease and

Some believe a man will lose his mind or his
potency if he abstains. Women worry that absti-
nence causes acne, or think they must prove they
can produce a child.

deatharen’ tdeterrentenough. SaysBA Sleader Vastie, “ Condoms
only promotepromiscuity, whichisagainsttheChristianvalue.”

Can AIDS be conquered? Socra St. Joy estimates that over
half of Haitian youth engage in sex before marriage, starting as
early astwelve or fourteen. Peer pressure, fueled by American
fashionand media, pushesyoung peopleto conform. Andthere
isamythology about sex, physiology, and AIDS. For example,
somebelieveamanwill losehismindor hispotency if heabstains.
Women worry that abstinence causes acne, or think they must
provethey can produce achild. Somedeny AIDSexists. Asin
America, too many Haitians don’t take abstinence seriously as
a solution to AIDS. Vastie observes, “When | explain that
abstinenceisthebest way tostopHIV/AIDSand | tell themthat
| am abstinent, the students don’t believe [me]. They do not
believe that an individual can be abstinent.”

Y etleaderslike Socraand V astiehold ontothehopeof Christ.
And they know the example of their own changed liveswields
power. Says Socra, “When| give seminarsat schoolsand share
about my abstinence, thestudentshaveahardtimebelievingme.
Butwhenit’ stheir peerwhoisactually practicingabstinenceand
encouraging othersto do the same, the effect ismuch morereal
and practical for them.”

The BAS clubs challenge teens to make a commitment to
abstainfor ayear, teachthemsocial skillsand how to handl e peer
pressure, and provide better waysto have fun and friendship.
Vastie says, “| have seen changes in youths who agreed to
practice abstinencefor ayear. Eventhoughit wasvery difficult
for themto changetheir lifestyleand give up somefriends, they
were willing to make all those changes because they were
convinced that abstinenceisthe only way to prevent AIDS.”

Mobilizing churches against AIDS—and Voodoo
World Relief launched operations in Haiti in the 1980s,

continued on page 4
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partneringwith organizationslikeHospital intheAir to promote
child health. In 1993, it found a local leader in Dr. Hubert
Morquette. Asmedical director of Mission Hospital, healready
ran community healthand child survival programs. With match-
ing fundsfrom USAID World Relief wasready towork with Dr.
Morquette, whose new job as World Relief country director is
to mobilize churches on three fronts: AIDS, child health and
community banks. These programs now runin thirty Port-Au-
Prince churches.

A turning pointoccurredwhen288evangelical churchleaders
signedaresolutiontorespondtotheHIV/AIDScrisis. Thisisnot
ajob for the weak of faith. “Twenty years ago we thought it
couldn’t get worse here. Now it’ s chronic; we'redigging lower
into the ground. AIDS is growing faster than ever, especially
among women. By 2010 therewill bealmost ahalf million AIDS
orphans on the streets of Port-Au-Prince.” But Dr. Morquette
and hisstaff persist; they havespokento hundredsof churches
and community leaders, imploring them to send staff members
to betrained as “ peer educators.”

Fortunately, saysDr. Long, “few churcheshaveatheol ogy of
health well-defined enough to split over, so it'sagreat way to
bring them together.”

World Relief has set up Rally Posts—free vaccination and
health clinics—in the churches. They offer prenatal care and
teach mothers how to treat children for diarrhea, dehydration,
mal nutrition, malaria, typhoid, andrespiratory infections. These
services continued throughout the violence and disorder that
accompanied the fall of President Aristide.

Dr. Morquette santi-AlDSmottois” Abstain andBefaithful.”
He pointsout that abstinence programsreversed the AlDSrate
inUgandain 1998. Thisled USAID toreverseitspolicy of only
supporting condom-use programs.

WhenK atieBradley, programassistant for maternal andchild
health at World Relief headquarters in Baltimore, visited Haiti
shewatched Dr. M orquettedeal with another national scourge—
voodoo. K atiewatched asthedoctor sat with ateenageboy who
had a plastic Voodoo
statue. Dr. Morquette
wasexplainingthetruth
about Voodoo, and his
own belief in Jesus.

“That is just as im-
portanttoDr. Morquette
asthehealthmessage,”
Katie says, adding that
World Relief does not
give aid to convert the
recipients, but“thestaff
are very vocal Chris-
tians. There are lots of
one-to-oneinteractions
about the gospel”
amidst their daily work.

Dr.MeredithLongre-

upinahealtheducation sessiontoannounce, twice, “InV 0odoo,
weworship Satan.” World Relief staff havewitnessed theeffect
of Voodoo, whichispracticed by roughly half of thepopul ation.
Dr.Morquetteexplains, Vv oodoothinking createsirresponsibil-
ity in Haitian culture: ‘1t’snot my fault, it’ sthe spirits.””

All themoreimportant, then, arethechurchesinHaiti. “ Entire
communities are based around churches. Even without input
from World Relief or other NGOs or government services, it is
primarily the church that fills in the gaps in healthcare and
education. And they do it with very few resources,” says Dr.
Long.

Small Loans, Big Impact

World Relief also has a Microenterprise Devel opment pro-
gramin Haiti. Unlike many welfare programs, MED doesn’t cut
monthly checks. It equipstheneedy to becomesel f-sufficient by
working with local churches to set up “community banks.”
Members must save money before they are eligible for asmall
loan (averageHaiti loan: $80). At biweekly meetings, community
bank members learn to budget and save. They are taught
business planning and marketing skills, hold each other ac-
countable and support each other. Members are given aloan
repayment scheduleand moderateinterestischarged, according
toWR, “not for private gain (the motivation of money lenders),
nor for corporategain (themotivation of commercial banks), but
for the community’sgain.” And to create self-confidence.

Over athousand Haitianmotherslike Solangehaveused MED
loans to buy supplies to start businesses. Solange and her
husband could not support their four children until two years
ago, when shetook out aM ED community bank loan. After two
years of hard work and consistent loan repayments, she had
saved 20,000 gourdes (about $800), which made her eligible for
asecond loan of 50,000 gourdes (about $2,000). She bought a
“tap tap,” a public transportation vehicle, which her husband
drives while Solange manages the money.

Eighty fivetoninety fivepercent of loansarerepaid, but when
aborrower can’t repay, the Christian element of the community
bank shinesthrough. Ersil, mother of four, wasacommunity bank
member for twoyearsand never missed al oan payment or abank
meeting. Her business
went well until it was
robbed of money and
goods. The bank for-
gave her loan, but
nagged by the shame of
defaulting, Ersil stopped
comingtomeetingsand
church. When the loan
officer heard she was
discouraged, he pro-
posed a new loan with
another community
bank, which sent her
back to work, back to
church, and back to
hope.

calls a man who stood
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Patching a war-torn nation

WorldRelief’ spost-WorldWar 11 missionwaswar relief. That
now continues in Irag, where the agency set up operationsin
March 2003 on the heels of Operation Iragi Freedom. Despite
media reports of Iragi hostility to Coalition presence, World
Relief reportsinnumerabl einstancesof gratitudefromIragiswho
welcome the end of an entrenched, ruthless dictatorial regime.

World Relief first sent aid to the support of the Jordanian
Evangelical Committeefor Relief and Development (JECRaD), a
group of churches already supplying food to Iragi refugeesin
Jordan. After the period of “shock and awe,” it teamed up with
JECRaD and Mission East, aDanish humanitarian organization,
to tour the country and assess its needs.

Focused mainly on the Kurdish re-
gionof Irag, World Relief isreconstruct-
ing schools, homes, churches, roads,
and lives. Saddam Hussein tried to de-
stroy Iraq’s independent Kurds. A
school headmaster in Dohuk recallsthat
he was fourteen when Saddam began
bombing theKurds. Hisfather took him
and his brother by the hand, leaving
everything, and headed over themoun-
tainsin snowstormsto Turkey. Many
weredying around them, including hisgrandfather and cousin,
fromexposureorfals. InTurkey, landminesand deadly diseases
took theirtoll. Atlast Americansoldiersarrivedto protect them.
“Wewill never forgettheUSA’ shelp. Inadifficul ttimeyouknow
who isyour friend,” the schoolmaster says.

Saddam Hussein destroyed 5,000 villages. But JECRaD, Mis-
sionEastand WorldRelief arecommitted totherebuilding effort.
They builttwenty-threekindergartensandfivesecondary schools
inKirkuk, andtenmoreareinprogress. InBaghdad, childrenwill
soon attend twenty-tworestoredkindergartens. Alwaysfinding
waysto cultivate self-reliance, World Relief requireslocal resi-
dentstowork alongsidevolunteers. They find, buy and cart back
building materials (no Home Depot delivery here!), get elbow-
deepinconcrete, wiel d paintbrushes, andlearntoplumbandwire
their new homes. In Mangesh, villagers welcome emergency
supplies of cement, sand, concrete block and plastic sheeting,
with which they use to patch gaping holesin roofs and walls.

Thekilling of four relief workersin Mosul thisMarch remind
WR staff of the risks they face. Brandon Pustejovsky, on loan
from World Relief to Mission East, spent 2002 in Afghanistan
and arrived in Irag in May 2003. He observes that “risk is
associated more with country of origin than religion...The
[Christian] believersthemselves and the obviousway that God
isworkinginthemaremy courageand my hope. Despitetherisks
that confront them, they arenot about to abandonthe Truthand
Lifethey have found. Ultimately, the risksthey face areto this
life alone. And, | take the risk because of some supernatural
compassion God has put in my heart.”

Lessthan two hoursfrom Mosul, World Relief and Mission
East havejust finished building thirty-two new concrete homes
in the village of Ekmala Barkhabiri. The village leader’s son,
Khalid Ahmed Khalid, describes the improvements: “We were
dreamingabout this. Theold housesareinbad conditionsothat
we haveto cover theroofsby plastic to stop leaking during the

rainy season. Thereisnoway toremovethesnow duringwinter
[or] youwill tear theplastic cover. Itisamiserablelifeunder mud
roof.”

Not only do the new houses havereal roofs, they each have
a kitchen, bathroom, and water closet, plumbing, electricity,
fixtures and two bedrooms, or three for families of more than
seven. “Wewill enjoy the new houses, and wearevery happy,”
says Khalid, “Wewill never forget Mission East.”

Mission East also gave the village sixty-three sheep. “The
sheep were very important for us,” saysavillage woman. “We
will raise them and they will become more. Wewill benefit from
their wool and milk.”

Thelocal school building wasalso restored. Headmaster Mr.
Khasti explains, “ Two months ago our school was without a

| n Baghdad, children will soon attend twenty-two
restored kindergartens. Always finding ways to
cultivate self-reliance, World Relief requireslocal
residents to work alongside volunteers.

fence, paint, electricity, ayard, or abell. Children would throw
stones and break the windows. The animals would lay by the
school wall, yapping and howling. Wewereintorment. But now
the school situation is much better.”

In Dohuk governate, World Relief and Mission East are
working with ninevillagesto repair roads, school s, housesand
water lines. Plansarebeinglaidfor similar projectsinuptothirty
more Dohuk villages.

Restoring the Victims of War

World Relief also works to rebuild the human spirit. The
deepest injury awar survivor suffers may bethe hellish evil he
has witnessed. The story of Massoud (sidebar) points to the
critical role of the Gospel in restoring Irag.

World Relief shores up churches which shelter people like
Massoud. The Kurdish schoolmaster tells of starting a home
churchwithfriends. World Relief hel ped them to rent and equip
aplacetomeet. Now twenty-five othersjointhem“and wehope
in the future to be more than 1,000 people and to open many
churchesin many places,” hesays. “1 know that Jesuscaresfor
us. He has sent organizations like World Relief to help us.”
World Relief has helped six churchesin Iraq “grow in size and
hope,” says Brandon. It also helps with pastor salaries and
housing.

World Relief offersitshandtoall, regardlessof religion. “We
work to provide equally for Christian and Muslim,” says Dr.
Calver.“I believein beinglovein action—thehands of Jesus—
without respecttoreligionor culture. Andwherewework wesee
the cessation of hostilities between Christian and Muslim.”



Letter From Iraq

From Brandon Pustejovsky
March 20, 2004

Thereisalarge and important part of the Iraq story. Itis
the story of the church, the story of local Iragiswho have
searched their own hearts and souls, sought answers in
ancient texts, relationships, and achievements and found
very few answers. . . until they came upon the message of
Christianity.

But the housewhere| am now sitting hasbeen rented by
morematerially fortunate peopleoutsidelragfor thesakeof
Iragi Christians. The house is nothing to speak of, really.
Therentisone hundred dollarsper month. | sitinitsnicest
room just now, asinglelight bulb burning faintly to my left,
just above a small television with a metal antenna. Just
bel ow the bulbisthe photograph of amustachioed soldier,
inthe primeof hisyouth, his seriousvisagelooking just to
theleft of thecamera. Itishisfamily whonow residesinthis
house. He was once asoldier, and agood one, but heisa
different man today.

The walls of the house are cracked and mostly barren,
covered with drab coat of yellow paint. Plaster peelsfrom
the wooden frame of the door just in front of me, exposing
the raw concrete below. Two days ago this room had no
curtains, but that small improvement has since been
made....The restroom is located just outside and to the
left... The steel door creakslikethat of aprisoncell. Infact
it locks with a sliding bolt, not from the inside but the
outside. Thewindowsarebarred. Sincemy first entry into
IraginMay 2003, | havebeen astounded at how many rooms
in this country could be used for makeshift incarceration.

Theinhabitant of thishouse, whom | shall call Massoud,
lived in the house of his parentsuntil perhaps aweek ago.
At least ten people inhabited the dwelling, including his
mother, father, brother, sister, wifeand hisfour children. But
his beliefs did not coincide with those of his parents. He
wanted to read the Bible in his home with hiswife but was
not permitted to do so. The tension was papable. His
parents expected him to continue his successful career in
the army. But something changed him. | do not know the
wholestory. But thesensel essnessof killingwasdefinitely
one thing.

As his wife prepared tea and his children drifted off to
sleep, Massoud told me about his role in the Iragi army
during theinvasion of Kuwaitin 1990. Heled amechanized
unit which entered Kuwait two months after the initial

invasion and did not see combat. But shortly after the
withdrawal, uprisings agai nst Saddam began, partly at the
behest of the United States. Although M assoud did not see
therevolt of the Shi’itesin the south, he did witness some
of the ensuing atrocities.

Herecalled being commanded to send heavy machinery
toaremotelocationinsouthernlraqtodigavery largehole.
At first he thought it was for a protective staging areafor
tanks. But when he asked the political officer in his unit
about the hole, he was told to shut his mouth and obey
orders. That eveningtrucksarrived|oaded with Shi’ itemen,
women, and children. Soldiersusheredthemintothehole.
Women pleaded for their lives. The civilianswere all shot
that evening as they stood in the hole, some 500 of them
accordingtoMassoud. Theholewasthencoveredwithdirt.

Massoud |ooked for answersthat did not i nclude weap-
onsand violence. He examined the Koran, the Bible, and
spokewithfriends. For somereasonhereturnedtotheBible,
tothe Gospelsin particular, and the message of Jesus. Its
unconditional, self-sacrificial lovewashardtofault, hardto
reject. He found himself defending the message during
chatswith other soldiers. Soon, hewasaccused of being a
Christian, even amissionary, which he at first denied. But
ashisheart beganto change, hefelt something hecould no
longer refute.

Inaregionwhereforeignerswho proselytizearemet with
hostility, Massoud’ scaseisencouraging. Massoudwould
say God changed hisheart, not that hewas* converted” by
foreigners. | agree. Rather, God openstheeyesof thosewho
seek Him. A god who depends on the persuasive power of
the human intellect isno god at all.

Today, Massoud fights a cultural and spiritual battle.
Being Kurdish or Arab issynonymouswith being Muslim
in Irag. It'sachallenge, even dangerous, to acknowledge
you are aChristian. There are many otherslike Massoud.
Some have been prompted by the violent death of loved
onesin Irag. Others have encountered foreigners sharing
the message of Christ. Still others, like Massoud, have
intensely painful and personal journeys. They may hide
their beliefsfrom family and friends, but under Massoud’ s
|eadership, they meettogether several timesaweek at some
risk to themselves for prayer, mutual encouragement, and
Bible study.
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