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Hard Truthsabout Fighting Abortion

Heartbeat Pregnancy Center

By Marvin Olasky

My wifeand| havefour sons, withtheoldestnow 27, sowe’ ve
been pickingupparentingtipsforalongtime. I’ dliketopassalong
three of the best onesfor preparing to take care of babies.

1. Hollow outamelon. Makeasmall holeintheside. Suspend
it fromtheceiling and swing it from sideto side. Now get abottle
of baby food. Attempt to spoon it into the swaying melon by
pretendingtobeanairplane. Continueuntil half thebottleisgone.
Tiptherestintoyourlap, makingsurethat alot of itfallsonthefloor.
Y ou are now ready to feed an eight-month-old baby.

2.Dressing small childrenisnot aseasy asit seems. First, buy
an octopusand astring bag. Attempt to put the octopusinto the
string bag so that none of thearmshang out. Timeallowedfor this
—all morning.

3. Forget thesportscar. Buy afamily car. Anddon’ t think that
itwill bespotlessand shining. Family carsdon’ tlook likethat. Buy
achocolatei cecreambar andputitintheglovecompartment. Leave
itthere. Get aquarter. Stick itin the cassette player. Takeafamily-
sizepacket of chocol ate cookies. Mash them down theback seats.
Run agarden rake along both sides of the car. There. Perfect.

Well, weall know that it's not perfect — but it’sgood. With
all theaggravation, still you' Il agree that it’ sworthwhile—1 would
not have missed a moment of it. (Well, maybe some moments.)
Raising childrenis hard, but it'sworth doing.

That’ swhat working at theHeartbeat Pregnancy Center islike.
It’ shard, even harder thanraising childrenin someways, because
children grow and progress. Sometimesthe counselorsat Heart-
beat don't see much progress. Turning down love, help, and
reason, ayoung woman might choose abortion. And yet, Heart-
beat perseveres.

Thesameperseveranceisevidentamongthosewhoshowtheir
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commitment to the sanctity of lifein other ways. Think of Nellie
Gray, who leadsthe March for Lifein Washington onthe January
22 anniversary of Roev. Wade, and has done so every year since
1973, sometimes on bright cool days but at other times amid
snowstormsor single-digit temperatures. That perseverance sur-
prisesalot of people, just asthecontinued strength of Christianity
in this country surprises many. Thomas Jefferson predicted two
centuries ago that Unitarianism would soon replace Christianity.
Clarence Darrow predicted the same thing in the 1920s following
hisrhetorical victory inthe Scopesmonkey trial. But now, in 2004,
we have a president of the United State who’s not afraid to talk
about hisreliance on Christ.

In the 1970s many newspapers proclaimed that the Supreme
Court had settled the abortion issue and the prolife movement
would die. Lots of unborn children have died because of the
nationwidelegalization of abortion on demand—but it could have
been even worse. One prognosticator in 1970 predicted that there
would be four million abortions in America by the year 2000.
I nstead, Heartbeat Pregnancy Center anditscounterpartsnation-
widehavehel pedtoreducethenumber of abortionsfrom1.6million
in1990to1.2millionlastyear. That' still aterriblenumber, butwe re
making progress against stiff odds.

The frequent predictions of the prolife movement or
Christianity’ simminent demiseremind meof thestory of anelderly
manwho lay dyinginhisbed. He suddenly smelled the aromaof
his favorite chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs. He
gathered hisremaining strength. Heforcedhimsel f downthestairs.
Hegazedintothekitchen. Spread out uponplattersonthekitchen
tablewereliterally hundredsof hisfavoritechocol atechipcookies.
Mustering onegreat final effort, hethrew himself towardthetable.
Hereached out, but—smack! — aspatulacamedown on hishand.
“Stay out of those,” hiswife growled, “they’ refor the funeral.”

Wéll, thefuneral for theprolifemovementisfurther off nowthan
it wasten or twenty yearsago. Public opinion pollsshow slow but
steady movementtowardtheprolifeposition. A new generation of
prolife activists has emerged. Why? Because we're telling the
truth, andoneby onepeopleseeit. Y oungmothersandfatherssee
it whenthey look at the screen of an ultrasound machine and see
not just any baby, but their baby.

That’ salsowhy many college studentswhoinsist on hearing
thetruthareturningto Christianity, areligionthatinsistsontelling
thetruth. The truth about God'’s holiness. The truth about our
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sinfulness. Thetruthabout how Christ’ ssacrificebridgedthegap.
And in Nacogdoches, the truth about how those who follow in
Christ’ sstepsbridgethegap betweenasinner overwhelmedby her
circumstancesand theactionsheknowssheshouldtake: offering
birth to her baby rather than death.

Heartbeat volunteers comfort young women whose lives are
amess, but pro-aborts would not mind it if LifeChoices merely
offered comfort. Christianity comforts those who are sad, but
atheists would not be upset if Christianity was only comforting.
Marxism has faltered around the world, but Marx’s depiction of
religion as*“the opiate of the masses” has sunk deep journalistic
roots. An opiate is something people take to reduce physical or
psychological pain. Theenemiesof Christianity don’tminditbeing
considered as an opiate for hurting people or a crutch for weak
people.

Butlistentowhat Paul toldtheCorinthians, if Christianity isnot
true“weareof all peoplemosttobepitied.” Andthat’ swhat | want
to emphasize for you tonight concerning Christianity, and con-
cerning prolifework specifically: We need to offer comfort — but
we need to tell the truth. Ultrasound machines proclaim truth.
Counselorstell thetruthwhenthey tell thoseterrified by pregnancy
and looking for an easy way out: you are already aparent, thisis
ababy utterly dependent on you, and you have one chance now
togetitright.

It' sahard, hard task toinsist ontruthwhen peoplearelooking
only for comfort, but tonight I’ d like to give you four examples of
why it's important to tell the truth, not only to others but to
ourselves— and what happens when we don't.

First, after 31 yearsof Roev. Wade, weneedto betruthful about
the limitations of legislation.

It's been easy to demand some law that would stop abortion,
although hard to achieve one that even slowsit down. Lawsdo
have an impact, and even bills that don’t make it into law can be
tremendously educational. But at the same time we' ve learned a
hard truth during the past three decades: given the makeup of
American society, politics, and law, we can't expect legislation to
accomplish much.

| can’tresisttellingthisTexasstory aboutayoungfarmgirl out
milking thefamily cow when astranger approached and asked to
see her mother. “Momma,” theyoung lady called out, “there'sa
man hereto seeyou.” Themother looked out the kitchen window
andreplied,“ Haven'tl dwaystoldyounottotalk tostrangers? Y ou
comeinthishouseright now.” Thegirl protested: “But momma,
this man says he is a United States senator.” The wise mother
replied, “In that case, bring the cow inwith you.”

We can't trust Congress these days to produce much good
legidation, but even legal redtrictions on abortion do little without
enforcement — and enforcement generaly depends on community
consensus. Law certainly influencesculture, but for themost part law
followsculture. That’ stheway it' sbeen over the 170-year history of
abortion Snceit emerged asamajor socid probleminthe 1830s.

That’ sright, the 1830s. One book I’ vewritten showed how, in
theyearsbeforethe Civil War, we had an enormous expansion of
abortion. It shows how, during thefifty years after that war, the
number of abortionswas hugely reduced. Law had something to
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dowiththat, butthemajor factor wasthegrowth of theabstinence
movement, thegrowthof crisispregnancy shelters, andthegrowth
of adoption.

History isnow repeating itself. But weneed to remember that
even with strong anti-abortion laws, abortion was not eradicated
acentury ago. It's aways there in some quantity, just assinis
always crouching at our door. But abortion, like sinitself can be
contained, and over time chained up, oneday to becast into apit
of flaming fire.

| admiretheHeartbeat counselors, and | admiretheir counter-
partsinthe 19t century. Whileresearchingthehistory of abortion
| read themonthly newsletters of Helen Mercy Woods, who from
1881 to 1903 ran ashelter in Chicago for pregnant and unmarried
women. | fell inlovewithher. M onthafter month shegavepersonal
attentiontoeachnewcomer andrej oiced astheir babieswereborn.
Shehelped someof her chargestoget married, otherstoplacetheir
children for adoption, othersto get jobs.

| dsofell inlovewith Annie Richardson Kennedy. Sherana
home for unwed momsin New Y ork City between 1900 and 1920.
Her goal wasfirst to bring the girlsin touch with their Savior, and
then build character. She provided love and opportunity for
thousands, and then disappeared into the fog of history.

My wife doesn’'t mind my falling in love with Helen Mercy
Woodsor Annie Richardson Kennedy, becausethey’ veall been
deadforalongtime. Butwhat’ swonderful isthat thereareheroines
in this room whom some historian may fall inlove with acentury
fromnow. Thetruthisthat nolaw canwipeout abortion, because
thewillingnesstodowhateverittakesfor our owncomfortiswithin
usall. Sinisalwayscrouching at our door.

Let's talk about a second truth: what we need to do in our
churches to show areal commitment to abstinence and sexual
fidelity.

Heartbeat teaches about abstinence, and that's a hard sell.
You've heard about bait and switch in selling, when you're
promised onething and then moved into something that’ seither
moreexpensiveor of lesser quality. Thesameprocessoccurswith
ideasandworldviews, includingtheworldview that could perhaps
be called Playboyism. Thebait: physical pleasure and a sense of
psychologica conquest. The switch becomes evident over time
whenyoung bodiesbecomeold and lonelinessswampslust. The
abc’ sof aienation, brokenness, and confusiontaketheir toll. Yet,
by thetimereality sinksinat 40 or 50, decadesaregoneand cannot
bereplaced.

Whenl wasincollegel wasn' taChristian. | boughtwhat James
Bond movies and a host of others were teaching even then: the
goodlifeisseepingwithlotsof differentwomen. | shouldmention
that sincel becameaChristian 28yearsago|’ veoftenthanked God
that He did not make me handsome. Asitwas | hadtowork very
hard for opportunities.

Andwhat if instead of gettingmarried | had bought thelieand
decided to build up my stats concerning one-night or one-week
stands? What if at my ageof 541 had hundredsof sexual conquests
anddidnot haveawifewithwhom|’ vebeenmarriedfor almostthree
decades, andfour sonsof whom | amvery proud? Assuming| had
not died of or been debilitated by some disease, | would still be
among the saddest of men. | would not know how sad, becausel
would never really know what | had missed, but therewould bean
emptinesswithin me.



We need to convey thistokids. But we can do that authen-
tically only if weoursel vesaren’ ttaking thebait—and often, inour
churches, we are. Even in this audience of prolife folks in
Nacogdoches, astati sticianwoul d say that there’ ssomeoneinthis
audience, right now, involvedinor contemplating adultery. Don’t
bealarmed: I’ mnot aprivateinvestigator with knowledgeof such.
I”’mjust going by thestatistics—and they aremiserable. Whenwe
haveadultery and unbiblical divorceinour churchesandwedon’t
try to use church disciplineto stop such abuses, how effectively
can we lecture our teens about chastity?

Whenl recently hadtodisciplinemy youngest sonfor goofing
off in school, hisresponsewas, Leave mealone. | hadto say,No,
I won'’ tleaveyoualone. Myjob, mycallingasadad,isnottoleave
you alone. That's what church leaders should tell prospective
members: If yougetinvolvedinadultery, if youwant anunbiblical
divorce, wewon'tleaveyoua one. Our callingistohelpyoureturn
totrustingin God, and enjoyingtherightful pleasureshegivesus.

Someof youmay befamiliar withtheWestminster Confession
of Faith fromthe 1640s, and itsshorter catechism that beginswith
thisfamousquestion: “What isthechief end of man?—( End means
purpose.) The answer goes, “To glorify God and enjoy Him
forever.” Forever begins right now, and God has given us
numerous ways to enjoy Him, including being in bed with the
person to whom you' re married. When we stray, we're not only
being unfaithful to a spouse but to God.

Our churchesshouldsay, “Wewon’tleaveyouaone.” Ifwe're
notwillingto pushhardfor sexua fidelity among peopleintheir 30s
and 40sand 50s, we shouldn’t be pushing for it among teenswith
raging hormones.

Third, we need to tell the truth about where the prolife move-
ment has fallen down. We' ve been successful in helping Ameri-
canstoseeabortionasthekilling of humanlife. Many, though, view
abortionasjugtifiablehomicide, self-defenseagai nsttiny intruders
who will ruin the lives of young women unless they are (with
regrets) snuffed out.

Right now, unmarried pregnant women often see themselves
as having, in essence, the choice of committing homicide or
suffering the life imprisonment of single parenthood. That's
because pregnant women who are unmarried and unlikely to get
married have had two main choices in recent years. Choice A,
abortion, hasreceived special protection from avariety of federal
lawsandcourtrulings. ChoiceB, single-parenting, grew amongthe
poor as a variety of federal programs gave those who chose it
special funding, and asit becamefashi onableamong someaffluent
trend-setters.

Choice A, abortion, also seemed to convey an immediate
benefit: Make the problem disappear. (And ignore the possible
physical and likely psychological effects, particularly post-abor-
tion regrets that grow more severe as time goes by.) Choice B,
single-parenting, also conveyed benefits: theloveof achild, plus
supposed autonomy for theaffluent, and for thepoor, money from
the only rich uncle (Sam) they have.

Single-parenting isinfinitely superior to killing a child, but a
better yet ischoice C, adoptioninto afamily with bothamom and
adad. One problem, though, isthat while adoptionisaltruistic—
lifeforachildandagifttoanoften-childlesscouple—teenagersare
often self-absorbed. Because of that and other cultural and legal
uncertainties, it’s not surprising that over the past two decades

roughly 49% of unmarried pregnant women have grabbed hold of
choice A (abortion), 49% have skipped into B (single-parenting),
and only 2% have chosen C (adoption).

That hasto change. Oneway it canisby making our churches
adoption-friendly, and by conveyingthejoy of adoption. Sincemy
wifeand | adopted our youngest son, I’ ve been asked many times
whetherit’ shardtoloveachildwho’ snotyour ownfleshandblood
theway you canachildborntoyou. Inmy experience, theanswer
isunmistakably Yes. It would take metoo longto gointo al the
pleasures of adoption, but | do want to mention that the joy in
bringing forth life is great, but so is the joy of being God's
instrument in transforming alife.

Movingontoafourthtruth: Thetruth about God, how heacts,
and how we react. God changes people at unpredictable times. |
began graduate school in 1973 as an atheist and Communist but
cametobelievein God, helped along by strangethingsGod putin
my path: A Russiancopy of theNew Testament. A book of Puritan
writingsthat | wasassignedtouseinteaching. | tripped over those
and wasaChristian by 1976, so I’ m not surprised when God trips
othersaswell.

We sometimes hear about religious searchers: | wasnot one.
| was a runner, fleeing from Christ, busying myself with other
things. But Victorian poet Francis Thompson's The Hound of
Heaventellsthestory of many conversions,includingmine: “ | fled
him, downthenightsanddownthedays. fledhim,downthearches
of theyears...” Andyet, Christ pursued “with unhurrying chase,
and unperturbed pace.”

Sohow shouldwepursue?Weshouldal soactwithunhurrying
chase and unpertured pace. “I have stilled and quieted my soul,”
thepoet-king Davidtellsusin Psalm 131, “likeaweaned childwith
itsmother; likeaweaned childismy soul withinme.” That’ sgood
advicefor Christian conservativesin Americatoday: lotsof things
can anger us, but few apparitionsareuglier and lessuseful thana
red-faced, veins-popping, clamor-voiced defender of areligionthat
emphasizeslovingour neighbors. Christ sometimeswasangry but
always showed the self-control of onewho knew the Father isin
control.

Staying saneishardin asociety filled with delusions. How
did the apostle Paul keep his blood from boiling as he walked
around Athens, seeing idols on every corner and shrine pros-
titutes at many temples? How did Daniel react when King
Belshazzar of Babylonia put on aflowing feast for 1,000 of his
closest friends and desecrated golden gobl ets taken from the
destroyed Temple in Jerusalem? As the king with his nobles,
wives, and concubinesgot drunk “ and prai sed thegodsof gold
andsilver, bronze, iron, wood, andstone,” Daniel calmly praised
the God of the Bibleand interpreted for the mocking crowd the
writing on the wall: “God has numbered the days of your
kingdom and brought it to an end.” Daniel stilled and quieted
his soul.

So: no red-faced, popping-veinsyelling. Followin Christ’s
steps: “unhurrying chase, and unperturbed pace.” Andthat’'s
what the Heartbeat counselors do: They calmly tell the truth.
That truth changes lives and can al so change the world.

Some of you who are my age or older may remember the
words President John F. Kennedy offered four decades ago, at
atimewhenthefocusof the Cold War wason adivided German
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city. Kennedy declared, *’ There are many peoplein theworld
whoreally don’t understand, or say they don’t, what isthegreat
issue between the Free World and the communist world. Let
them cometo Berlin. There are some who say that communism
isthe wave of the future. Let them cometo Berlin.”’

| think about those Cold War daysin connection with our
new war against terrorism. The |slamo-fascists hate America
regardless of what we do because they hate freedom. But their
propagandasways otherswho think of Americaonly asaland
of moral anarchy ruled by selfishness. Thatimageisfostered by
some journalists and moviemakers who see Americathat way
themselves.

What they don’ t understandisthat therearetwo Americas,
as John Edwards says, but the division is by belief, not by
economicclass. The Americaof moral anarchy doesexist. But
alongside it exists an America of incredible compassion, an
America with people willing to sacrifice so as to provide for
widows, orphans, and those made like widows when the men
they depended on abandon them.

Dolslamo-fascistsand mediacratsthink that abortionisthe
wave of thefuture? Let them cometo Nacogdoches. Let them

come to the Heartbeat Pregnancy Center.

Do somethink that all Americans are concerned only with
our own pleasure? Let them come to Heartbeat.

Because |’ ve been talking about some of these hard truths,
you might think I'm pessimistic. Not at al.

Think of all the children who are aborted — and then think
of how many we can save, through God’ sgrace on our efforts,
no matter what happenswith|egislatorsand judgesand consti-
tutional amendments.

What if 50% of those children could be saved? Would we
keep ondoingthesameold sameold andforget about that 50%7?
What if 40% coul d besaved? Shouldwecontinuedownthepath
of destruction and forget about that 40%? What if 30%... or
20%... or 10%7? What if actionswetake could help totransform
thelives of even 5%? Should we say, “let Sodom be Sodom,”
and then build our own walls higher to keep out the sight?

We often tend to be overwhelmed by the “big picture.”
theologically andsocially. Wecan beparalyzed by concernabout
what’ s happening in this presidential election— or we can work
onwhat’ shappening next door. | mentioned Psalm 131 before; | et
me give you another couple of verses fromit: “My heart is not
proud, O Lord.... | do not concern myself with great matters, with
thingstoowonderful for me. But| havestilledand quieted my soul.”

Let’ snotget overly worriedabout thebigpicture. Let’ shelpat | east
one person closeto us. And, asthe psalm concludes, let us*“ put
our hopein the Lord, both now and forevermore.”

Here' sareferencethat would go over theheadsof most of my
students, but not most of you: “theevil empire.” Remember, that’s
how Ronald Reaganreferredtothe Soviet Union. All of usneedto
remember that the abortionists' evil empire can fall asthe Soviet
Union did — yet that evil empiredid last for seventy years.

We'repatiently fighting theevil empireof abortion, but Godis
not silent. Oneof my heroes, Whittaker Chambers, dated hisinitial
break with Communism to the time his young daughter smeared
porridge on her face. Chambers found himself looking at her
“intricate, perfect ears.” He saw immense design, not a chance
comingtogether of atoms— and* at that moment, thefinger of God
wasfirst laid upon my forehead.”

God' sfinger, wepray, istouchingtheforeheadsof womenand
men asthey seetheir child’ simage on an ultrasound machine. It's
touching the young women who receive counseling, and those
who will stay at maternity homes. And it haseven touched some
writers.

LindaBirdFranke, who used the pseudonym JaneDoetowrite
intheNew York Timesabout her abortion experience, producedin
1976 probably the best short article ever written about abortion.
Shewrote of how “therejust wasn’t room” in her lifefor thechild
growing within her, so she found herself at a clinic awaiting an
abortion: “I began to panic. Suddenly the rhetoric, the abortion
marches!’dwalkedin... peeled away, and | wasall alonewith my
microscopic baby.”

But Jane Doe went through with the abortion, because she
thoughttherewasnoroominher lifefor adot that would grow and
emerge with tendernessbut also tears. Later, sherealized that of
course she could have made room. Shewrote, “1 have this ghost
now. A very little ghost that only appears when I’'m seeing
something beautiful, likethefull moon ontheocean last weekend.
And the baby waves at me. And | wave at the baby.”

Thatwasin1976. Sincethenmillionsof other women, and men,
haveseenmillionsof other verylittleghosts. Thefinger of Godhas
beennear theforehead of many. Some, worshippingthegodcalled
choice, have brushed it away. And some, during thethreeyears
since Sept. 11, have rethought many things. When we're con-
cerned withterrorism, do wewant to commit terror inwhat should
be the safest room of al, thewomb?

Thequestionfor al of usis: Do | haveroom? Roomtohelp a
frightenedmom, anunbornchild?What shouldany of ussay, when
asked if thereisroomin Americafor unborn children, and roomin
our livesto support theeffortsof thosewhowoul d savethem? Do
you have room to help the Heartbeat Pregnancy Center? | hope
your answer is, Of course we haveroom. Of course we do.
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